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1. About IPOL

1.1 About IPOL
The Iowa Policy and Opinion Lab (IPOL) is a collaborative research group led by Professors
Fred Boehmke in Political Science and Kajsa Dalrymple in Journalism and Mass Communication.
Student research affiliates in IPOL collaborate to study policymaking and public opinion in Iowa.
This includes examining policy choices in the legislative, executive, and judicial branches and
collecting data on public opinion among Iowans.

IPOL seeks involvement from students with a wide variety of perspectives and experiences. No
prior research experience is necessary, just an interest in learning more about the research process
and a willingness to participate in and contribute to the group’s progress. Student research affiliates
work through training modules to get up to speed on the basics of social science research. We
expect and hope that many students stay involved with IPOL for multiple semesters and will obtain
and seek out useful skills in research and data analysis over time. IPOL relies on peer mentoring so
that more experienced students will help guide and support the work of newer students.

1.2 Acknowledgement and Gratitude
IPOL is supported by the University of Iowa’s Public Policy Center, including through funding
obtained from a Path Forward proposal through the Provost’s Office of Engagement and as part
of the IowaRise proposal funded through the University of Iowa’s Strategic Initiatives Fund in
conjunction with the UI Public-Private Partnership (P3).

1.3 Fall 2021 IPOLers
In fall 2021, IPOL featured five research groups focusing on different public policy topic areas.
Within their topic area, student research affiliates in these groups examine Iowa state government
policymaking efforts and current public opinion among Iowans on public policy challenges and
possible solutions. The COVID-19 group studies poliycmkaing, opinions, and behaviors related
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Health group focuses on the more general, non-COVID-19,
health policies. The Environment group researches public opinion and policymaking on various

http://ppc.uiowa.edu
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environmental issues and concerns such as how best to use Iowa’s natural resources. The Race and
crime group analyzes issues related to policing and race. Lastly, the Social group examines gender
and social issues, including lgbtq+, abortion, and immigration.

COVID-19: Olivia Bull, Elisabeth Oster, Mariah McKenna, McCullough
Environment: Thomas Dainty, Makenna Gregurek, Oskar Kaut, Natalie Leathers, Samantha

Johnson
Health: Rylee Wilson, Chloe Weidl, Olivia Friederick
Race and Crime: Marissa Good, Stephanie Gutierrez, Sam Avery, Sahithi Shankaiahgari
Social: Alex Hefel, Lane Shirrell, Molly Fischer, Dylan Harvey, Zoe Lagessie

1.4 Alumni
Alumni Noelle Hass, Madison Rush, Carolina Hererra, Liam Kaboli, Thomas Sanchez, Kyle

Starkey, Elizabeth Story, Amelia Thoreson, Sierra Wicks

1.5 More about Us?
� Website: https://ipol.lab.uiowa.edu/
� Email Us: ipol-info@uiowa.edu

https://ipol.lab.uiowa.edu/
mailto:ipol-info@uiowa.edu
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