University of lowa, lowa Policy and Opinion Lab Poll - Topline Results
Majority of lowans Who Have Heard of It Support Teaching
Critical Race Theory in Schools
March 17,2022
February online poll of lowans

Sample: 883 voting-age residents in lowa, margin of error +/-3.4%. Margin of error among 602
respondents who had “a lot” or “a little” about critical race theory is +/-4.1%.

About: The lowa Policy and Opinion Lab Poll was fielded Feb. 10 to Feb. 25, 2022.

The poll was designed by the lowa Policy and Opinion Lab, comprised of University of lowa
faculty, graduate students, and undergraduate students. The lowa Policy and Opinion Lab is co-
directed by Frederick ]. Boehmke, professor of political science, and Kajsa Dalrymple, professor of
journalism and mass communication. The poll is a teaching, research, and service project, and
collaborated with the lowa Social Science Research Center directed by Frederick J. Boehmke. The
University of lowa Public Policy Center provided support for this poll as part of its student success
mission, intended to expand experiential policy-relevant research for Ul students.

The Iowa Social Science Research Center (ISRC) contracted with a respected web panel vendor to
field the survey to a demographically representative sample of up to 900 respondents.
Respondents invited to complete the web survey were lowa adults, aged 18-120 years, recruited
for participation via web panel. To obtain a census-representative sample, quotas were set on the
following demographics: sex, age, and urbanicity.

Media Contacts:
Frederick J. Boehmke, co-director of the lowa Policy and Opinion Lab, 319-335-2342 (office), 716-
866-9277 (cell), frederick-boehmke@uiowa.edu

Marissa Good, Race and Crime Group Leader at the lowa Policy and Opinion Lab, 319-640-1531
(cell), msgood@uiowa.edu

Respondent identification: All respondents who stated they were older than 18 and willing to
participate in the survey were included. To obtain a census-representative sample, quotas were
set on the following demographics: sex, age, and urbanicity.

Weighting: Reported results are weighted by age, sex, and party identification.
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How much, if anything, have you heard or read about critical race theory?

%
Alot 21.5
Alittle 47.5
Nothing at all 23.9
Don’t know/Declined 7.1
Total 100.0

Now consider what is taught in lowa schools related to race. For each of the following topics, please
let us know whether you think students should learn about it in high school.

The history of slavery and its impacts in the United States

%
Definitely learn it 73.4
Probably learn it 18.6
Probably not learn it 3.1

Definitely not learn it 1.7
Don’t know/Declined 3.3
Total 100.0

The history of racism and its impacts in the United States

%
Definitely learn it 65.5
Probably learn it 214

Probably not learn it 5.1
Definitely not learn it 4.2
Don’t know/Declined 3.9
Total 100.0

That racism is embedded in American institutions

%
Definitely learn it 48.7
Probably learn it 18.5
Probably not learn it 7.6

Definitely notlearnit | 16.3
Don’t know/Declined 8.9
Total 100.0




That American institutions favor white Americans

%
Definitely learn it 37.9
Probably learn it 18.5

Probably not learn it 10.8
Definitely notlearnit | 20.5
Don’t know/Declined | 12.3
Total 100.0

Based on what you know about critical race theory, do you think students should learn about it in
high school? Note: This was asked only for respondents, who answered “a lot” or “a little” to the
question “How much, if anything, have you heard or read about critical race theory?”

%
Definitely learn it 35.3
Probably learn it 19.1

Probably not learn it 7.8
Definitely notlearn it | 24.1
Don’t know/Declined | 13.8
Total 100.0

Support for learning critical race theory by critical race theory knowledge among those who had
heard “a lot” or “a little” about critical race theory.

Alot | Alittle | Total

% % %
Definitely learn it 47.2 29.8 | 35.3
Probably learn it 9.7 233 ] 191

Probably not learn it 6.5 8.4 7.8
Definitely notlearnit | 34.9 19.2 | 24.1
Don't Know/Declined 1.6 19.3| 138
Total 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Support for learning critical race theory by political ideology among those who had heard “a lot” or
“a little” about critical race theory.

Liberal | Conservative | In between | Total

% % % %

Definitely learn it 66.9 15.1 314 | 35.2
Probably learn it 20.2 12.4 229 | 187
Probably not learn it 3.1 12.1 7.7 8.0
Definitely not learn it 2.5 46.8 21.0 | 24.8
Don't Know/Declined 7.3 13.5 169 | 133
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0




Support for learning critical race theory by religious guidance among those who had heard “a lot” or
“a little” about critical race theory.

A great deal of | Quite a bit of Some Religion is not that | Total
guidance guidance guidance | important to my life
% % % % %
Definitely learn it 27.6 28.4 32.2 479 | 35.6
Probably learn it 13.6 18.7 23.6 20.1 | 19.2
Probably not 7.3 9.7 8.3 7.1 7.9
learn it
Definitely not 41.0 27.5 18.2 125 | 234
learn it
Don't 10.5 15.7 17.6 12.3 | 13.8
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0

Support for learning critical race theory by age among those who had heard “a lot” or “a little” about
critical race theory.

18-34 | 35-54 | 55-69 | 70 and older | Total

% % % % %

Definitely learn it 40.0 | 355| 34.2 27.7 | 353
Probably learn it 31.0 | 188 9.9 129 | 19.1
Probably not learn it 4.7 8.9 6.5 13.4 7.8
Definitely not learn it 12.7 | 251 | 323 29.4 | 241
Don't Know/Declined | 116 | 116 | 17.1 16.6 | 13.8
Total 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0

Support for learning critical race theory by political knowledge among those who had heard “a lot”
or “a little” about critical race theory.

Extremely Very Moderately Slightly Not well | Total
well well well well atall
% % % % % %
Definitely learn it 42.2 43.6 31.0 28.2 235 | 353
Probably learn it 14.6 19.3 20.7 20.2 11.7 | 19.2
Probably not learn 6.5 7.9 7.8 11.0 0.0 7.9
it
Definitely not learn 28.7 19.6 27.8 19.8 215 | 24.2
it
Don't 8.0 9.7 12.7 20.8 433 | 135
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0




Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? Please select all that apply. Note: This was asked
only for respondents, who answered “a lot” or “a little” to the question “How much, if anything, have

you heard or read about critical race theory?”

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 29.3 21.5 39.2 24.1 51.4 33.3 6.8 | 294
it
Did not Hear 64.5 72.2 54.6 69.6 42.3 60.4 | 869 | 644
About it
Don't 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just Liberals who had heard “a lot” or “a little”
about critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 33.6 20.2 36.2 25.4 48.4 37.6 70| 29.8
it
Did not Hear 63.8 77.2 61.2 72.0 49.0 59.8 | 904 | 67.6
About it
Don't 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just Conservatives who had heard “a lot” or “a

little” about critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 27.2 20.5 41.1 23.9 53.0 28.5 88| 29.0
it
Did not Hear 65.3 72.0 515 68.7 39.5 64.0 | 838 | 635
About it
Don't 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0




Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just those between liberal and conservative who

had heard “a lot” or “a little” about critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 26.4 21.4 39.0 24.3 53.4 33.5 53| 29.1
it
Did not Hear 66.0 70.9 53.3 68.0 38.9 589 | 87.0| 633
About it
Don't 7.7 7.7 7.7 7.7 7.7 7.7 7.7 7.7
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just age 18-34 who had heard “a lot” or “a little”
about critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 41.1 29.6 28.2 16.5 30.3 42.4 50| 27.6
it
Did not Hear 50.7 62.2 63.7 75.4 61.6 49.5 | 86.8| 643
About it
Don't 8.1 8.1 8.1 8.1 8.1 8.1 8.1 8.1
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just age 35-54 who had heard “a lot” or “a little”
about critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 26.3 24.0 442 26.5 50.9 36.7 51| 305
it
Did not Hear 69.7 72.0 51.7 69.4 45.0 593 | 909 | 654
About it
Don't 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0




Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just age 55-69 who had heard “a lot” or “a little”
about critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 28.5 15.8 47.7 24.6 66.5 29.6 9.1 | 317
it
Did not Hear 66.5 79.2 47.3 70.4 28.5 654 | 859 | 633
About it
Don't 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just age 70 and over who had heard “a lot” or “a

little” about critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 14.7 10.9 34.5 324 65.7 162 | 100 | 26.4
it
Did not Hear 75.7 79.5 55.9 58.0 24.7 743 | 804 | 64.1
About it
Don't 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just urban who had heard “a lot” or “a little” about

critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 355 23.1 38.8 21.5 43.8 37.3 541 293
it
Did not Hear 59.0 71.5 55.8 73.0 50.7 573 | 89.2| 652
About it
Don't 55 55 55 55 55 5.5 55 55
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0




Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just suburban who had heard “a lot” or “a little”
about critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 31.0 22.8 41.3 26.3 49.2 34.0 7.6 | 303
it
Did not Hear 62.9 71.1 52.6 67.6 44.7 599 | 86.3| 63.6
About it
Don't 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.1
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Where did you hear about [critical race theory]? - just rural who had heard “a lot” or “a little” about

critical race theory.

Friends My | Local | lowa | National | Social | Other | Total
or | community | news | news news | media
family

% % % % % % % %
Did Hear About 24.4 19.6 379 24.2 58.1 30.1 7.4 | 288
it
Did not Hear 69.0 73.8 55.5 69.2 35.3 63.3 | 86.0| 64.6
About it
Don't 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6
Know/Declined
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Age, recoded from: In what year were you born?

%
18-34 30.0
35-54 31.8
55-69 25.1
70 and older | 13.1
Total 100.0

When it comes to politics, do you consider yourself to be liberal, conservative, or somewhere in

between?
%
Liberal 24.0
Conservative 31.3
In between 44.7
Total 100.0




Would you say your religion provides some guidance in your day-to-day living, quite a bit of
guidance, or a great deal of guidance in your day-to-day living?

%
A great deal of guidance 21.6
Quite a bit of guidance 17.6
Some guidance 27.3
Religion is not that important to my life | 33.4
Total 100.0

How well do you feel that you understand the important political issues facing lowa?

%
Extremely well 11.1
Very well 21.6
Moderately well | 41.7
Slightly well 18.9
Not well at all 6.7
Total 100.0

Do you consider the community that you live in to be urban, suburban, or rural?

%
Urban 27.5
Suburban 33.7
Rural 38.8
Total 100.0




