University of lowa, lowa Policy and Opinion Lab Poll - Topline Results
Iowans Trust School Officials and Parents the Most to Make Decisions about Banning Books
April 29,2022
February online poll of lowans

Sample: 883 voting-age residents in lowa, margin of error +/-3.4%.
About: The lowa Policy and Opinion Lab Poll was fielded Feb. 10 to Feb. 25, 2022.

The poll was designed by the lowa Policy and Opinion Lab, comprised of University of lowa faculty,
graduate students, and undergraduate students. The lowa Policy and Opinion Lab is co-directed by
Frederick J. Boehmke, professor of political science, and Kajsa Dalrymple, professor of journalism
and mass communication. The poll is a teaching, research, and service project, and collaborated
with the lowa Social Science Research Center directed by Frederick ]. Boehmke. The UI Public
Policy Center provided support for this poll as part of its student success mission, intended to
expand experiential policy-relevant research for Ul students.

The Iowa Social Science Research Center (ISRC) contracted with a respected web panel vendor to
field the survey to a demographically representative sample of up to 900 respondents. Respondents
invited to complete the web survey were lowa adults, aged 18-120 years, recruited for participation
via web panel. To obtain a census-representative sample, quotas were set on the following
demographics: sex, age, and urbanicity.

Media contacts:
Frederick J. Boehmke, co-director of the lowa Policy and Opinion Lab, 319-335-2342 (office), 716-
866-9277 (cell), frederick-boehmke@uiowa.edu

Zoe Lagessie, social group leader, lowa Policy and Opinion Lab, zoe-lagessie@uiowa.edu

Respondent identification: All respondents who stated they were older than age 18 and willing to
participate in the survey were included. To obtain a census-representative sample, quotas were set
on the following demographics: sex, age, and urbanicity.

Weighting: Reported results are weighted by age, sex, and party identification.
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Who do you trust most to make decisions about which books to include in school libraries?

%
Elected local school board members 10.1
State elected officials 5.7
School librarians and administrators | 40.3
Parents 31.2
Don't Know/Declined 12.6
Total 100.0

Trusted book banning decisions by party idenfication

Democrat | Republican | Independent | Total

% % % %

Elected local school board members 10.6 11.0 106 | 10.7
State elected officials 6.3 5.9 5.1 5.8
School librarians and administrators 54.9 28.4 373 | 40.1
Parents 13.9 47.8 32.2 31.3
Don't Know/Declined 14.3 6.9 14.7 | 121
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0

Trusted book banning decisions by religion as guidance

A great deal | Quite a bit of Some | Religion is not that | Total
of guidance guidance guidance important to my
life
% % % % %
Elected local school 11.2 11.4 6.6 11.0 9.9
board members
State elected officials 8.1 9.1 2.6 5.6 59
School librarians and 26.5 39.7 42.5 49.7 | 409
administrators
Parents 49.6 26.6 34.3 19.0 | 311
Don't Know/Declined 4.6 13.2 14.1 14.7 | 12.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0

Trusted book banning decisions by having children

No child | One or more children | Total

% % %

Elected local school board members 8.7 13.9 | 10.2
State elected officials 4.9 7.9 5.8
School librarians and administrators 42.3 36.0 | 40.5
Parents 31.2 30.6 31.0
Don't Know/Declined 12.9 115 | 125
Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0




Which of the following topics, if any, are you concerned about being included in books available in
school libraries? Please select all that apply.

Sex and | Gender | Race and | Guns and | Other | Total

sexuality | identity racism | violence
% % % % % %
Not Concerned 72.1 68.6 72.6 71.6 | 92.3 70.5
Concerned 22.9 26.4 22.4 23.4 2.7 | 245
Don't Know/Declined 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Which of the following topics, if any, are you concerned about being included in books available in
school libraries? - just respondents who do not have a child.

Sex and | Gender | Race and | Guns and | Other | Total

sexuality | identity racism | violence
% % % % % %
Not Concerned 72.8 68.1 70.9 70.7 92.1 69.9
Concerned 22.0 26.7 23.9 24.1 2.7 | 249
Don't Know/Declined 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Which of the following topics, if any, are you concerned about being included in books available in
school libraries? - just respondents who have one or more children.

Sex and | Gender | Race and | Guns and | Other | Total

sexuality | identity racism | violence
% % % % % %
Not Concerned 70.7 70.1 77.2 73.8 93.2 72.1
Concerned 24.8 25.3 18.3 21.6 2.3 23.3
Don't Know/Declined 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Democrat, a Republican, an Independent, or
other?

%
Democrat 29.9
Republican 29.5
Independent 33.5
No preference 5.6
Other 1.6
Total 100.0




Would you say your religion provides some guidance in your day-to-day living, quite a bit of guidance,
or a great deal of guidance in your day-to-day living?

%
A great deal of guidance 21.6
Quite a bit of guidance 17.6
Some guidance 27.3
Religion is not that important to my life | 33.4
Total 100.0

Child, recoded from: How many children under the age of 18 are currently living in your household?

%
No child 70.8
One or more children | 29.2
Total 100.0




