
BY IOWA POLICY AND 
OPINION LAB

2023
PUBLIC OPINION 
REPORT



Copyright © 2023 Iowa Policy and Opinion Lab (IPOL)

PUBLISHED BY IOWA POLICY AND OPINION LAB

HTTPS://IPOL.LAB.UIOWA.EDU/

Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (the
“License”). You may not use this file except in compliance with the License. You may obtain a
copy of the License at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0. Unless required
by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software distributed under the License is distributed on an
“AS IS” BASIS, WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied.
See the License for the specific language governing permissions and limitations under the License.

Photo attributions:
• Cover – Hyein Ko (2021)
• Contents – Hyein Ko (2018)
• About IPOL – Hyein Ko (2021)
• About This Report – Hyein Ko (2018)
• Overview of Legislative Activity – Scott Graham (2016)
• Notable Bills from the 2021 Legislative Session – Scott Graham (2016)
• Appendix – Scott Graham (2016)

Latex template information: The Legrand Orange Book, Version 2.3 (8/8/17) Originally designed by
Mathias Legrand (legrand.mathias@gmail.com) with modifications by: Vel (vel@latextemplates.com)
(major modifications) and Hyein Ko (hyein-ko@uiowa.edu) (minor modifications).
First printing, June 2023

https://ipol.lab.uiowa.edu/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0
https://unsplash.com/photos/5fNmWej4tAA
https://unsplash.com/photos/5fNmWej4tAA
https://unsplash.com/photos/5fNmWej4tAA


Contents

1 About IPOL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

1.1 About IPOL 5

1.2 Acknowledgement and Gratitude 5

1.3 Academic year 2022-2023 IPOLers 5

1.4 More about Us? 6

2 About This Report and Iowa Poll #249 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

2.1 Background on Iowa Poll archives 7

2.2 Iowa Poll #249 (September, 1981) 7
2.2.1 Iowa Politics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
2.2.2 Iowa Social Issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
2.2.3 Race Relations in Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

3 Iowa Politics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

3.1 Overview 9

3.2 The Iowa Caucuses 9

3.3 Constitutional Rights 10

4 Social Issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

4.1 Overview 13

4.2 Iowa History 13

4.3 Ten Commandments 15

4.4 What are You Least Thankful for in 1981? 16



5 Race Relations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

5.1 Overview 19
5.2 Relationships and Prejudice 19
5.3 Reservations 22

A Appendix: Iowa Poll #249 Details and Methods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

A.1 Background 25
A.2 Information on Iowa Poll #249 Data 26
A.3 Data Entry 26
A.4 Data Validation 27
A.5 Variable Identification 27
A.6 Missing or Unexpected Values 27

B Appendix: Tabulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

B.1 Cross-tabulation Variables 29
B.2 Iowa Politics Tabulations 31
B.2.1 Iowa Caucuses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
B.2.2 Constitutional Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

B.3 Iowa Society Tabulations 45
B.3.1 Iowa History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
B.3.2 Ten Commandments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
B.3.3 Things Iowans are Least Thankful for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

B.4 Race Tabulations 58
B.4.1 Relationships and Prejudice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58
B.4.2 Reservations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66



1. About IPOL

1.1 About IPOL

The Iowa Policy and Opinion Lab (IPOL) is a collaborative research group led by Professor Fred
Boehmke in Political Science. It was cofounded by Prof. Boehmke and Prof. Kajsa Dalrymple in
Journalism and Mass Communication in fall 2020. Student research affiliates in IPOL collaborate
to study policymaking and public opinion in Iowa. This includes examining policy choices in the
legislative, executive, and judicial branches and collecting and examining data on public opinion
among Iowans.

IPOL seeks involvement from students with a wide variety of perspectives and experiences. No
prior research experience is necessary, just an interest in learning more about the research process
and a willingness to participate in and contribute to the group’s progress. Student research affiliates
work through training modules to get up to speed on the basics of social science research. We
expect and hope that many students stay involved with IPOL for multiple semesters and will obtain
and seek out useful skills in research and data analysis over time. IPOL relies on peer mentoring so
that more experienced students will help guide and support the work of newer students.

1.2 Acknowledgement and Gratitude

In 2022-2023 IPOL was supported by the University of Iowa’s Public Policy Center, including
through funding obtained from a Path Forward proposal through the Provost’s Office of Engagement
and as part of the IowaRise proposal funded through the University of Iowa’s Strategic Initiatives
Fund in conjunction with the UI Public-Private Partnership (P3).

1.3 Academic year 2022-2023 IPOLers

For academic year 2022-2023, IPOL featured four research groups focusing on different sets of
questions from Iowa Poll #249.
Group 1: Sam Avery, Samuel Rich, Kathleen Hubeli, Nathan Inches, Hunter Stevens;
Group 2: Zoe Lagessie, Maryam Mohammed, Dylan Lane, Connor Moore, Cate Tucker;

http://ppc.uiowa.edu
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Group 3: Makenna Gregurek, Malvika Khadiya, Maxwell Oelmann, Sahithi Shankaiahgari,
Michael Murnin;

Group 4: Alex Hefel, Emily Pazera, Samantha Villanueva, Thom Blair, Yunseo Ki, Emily Pazera.

1.4 More about Us?
� Website: https://ipol.lab.uiowa.edu/
� Email Us: ipol-info@uiowa.edu

https://ipol.lab.uiowa.edu/
mailto:ipol-info@uiowa.edu


2. About This Report and Iowa Poll #249

2.1 Background on Iowa Poll archives

During academic year 2022-2023 members of IPOL worked to enter and analyze data from some
recently unearthed Iowa Polls conducted by the Des Moines Register from the 1940s through the
1980s. These were discovered in the archives of Tom Mans, a 1981 UI PhD in Political Science.
Printouts of these Iowa Polls were archived with the Social Sciences Lab at the University of Iowa
in the early 1980s. They moved around with Tom for years before Mary Kay Mans shared them
with the Iowa Social Science Research Center in 2020.

The collection of surveys included two boxes of survey questionnaires for nearly 100 surveys
from 1948 to 1981 and reports along with two tapes on which the data had been stored. We sent the
tapes out for data retrieval, but unfortunately nothing useful could be extracted. Fortunately, the
boxes contained printouts of the entire data set for about two dozen surveys.

In the fall, student researchers in IPOL worked to digitize an entire survey from scans of the
printouts. We double-entered all the data for Iowa Poll #249 from 1981. Details of this process are
reported in the appendix. Once the data were ready for analysis, student research teams spent the
spring exploring the results to identify interesting sets of questions to analyze. This report contains
our findings, divided into three main chapters that group questions based on their thematic content.
We summarize those chapters here.

Eventually, we hope to release the data for public use. We have been working with UI Libraries,
who house a collection of later Iowa Polls, and the Des Moines Register, which has been very
helpful in sharing information on the Iowa Poll in general as well as specifics related to Iowa Poll
#249 to help validate our data entry (see Appendix A for details on the data and our methods to
digitize and validate it).

2.2 Iowa Poll #249 (September, 1981)

Our report is divided into three topical chapters, which each focuses on a two or three sets of
thematically related questions included Iowa Poll #249. These groups of questions were selected by
our IPOL research teams. For each question of interest we discuss the main findings and then report
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on any interesting variation we find based on factors such as respondent sex, party identification,
age, and education. Despite four decades passing since this poll was conducted, the results provide
insight into Iowa opinions at the time, issues of concern that the survey asked about, and provide an
interesting point of comparison for the present.

2.2.1 Iowa Politics
We begin with an exploration of Iowans’ political opinions. Students examined two primary areas
of interest on this subject: Iowans’ views about the date of and participation in the Iowa caucuses
alongside Iowans’ views on constitutional rights, from rights already enshrined in the Constitution
like freedom of speech to proposed amendments like the Equal Rights Amendment.

2.2.2 Iowa Social Issues
Next, students examined Iowans’ opinions on social issues and current events. Three primary topics
stood out to examine: Iowans’ views of their understanding of state history and how schools should
approach state history in the future, which of the Ten Commandments Iowans’ would remove (if
any at all), and three things that Iowans were least thankful for in 1981 based on a list including
options such as high interest rates, public personalities, and clothing with alligators on it.

2.2.3 Race Relations in Iowa
Lastly, students examined Iowans’ views on race. This section of the survey investigated a wide
range of topics - whether Iowans interact with black people in aspects of their lives such as work,
church, or their neighborhood, whether Iowans thought they were prejudiced, how Iowans would
feel about having a new black family next door, and whether they had any reservations about hiring
black people for various jobs ranging from mowing their lawn to doing their taxes.
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