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Top Problems Facing the U.S.

of responses chose inflation
and economic problems as the

major problem facing the US. Lack of confidence in

leaders, Walergale

Shortages, energy crisis

of responses chose a lack of
confidence in leaders and Watergate.
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Inflation, economic problems

What do you consider to be the major
problem facing the United States today?

Miscellaneous

Moral decay

Foreign relations
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Inflation and Wages

Who do you think is to blame for inflation?

Government, Nixon

People, everyone

Indefinite, Don't know

Big Business

Labor, unions

Miscellaneous

Oil Companies :|

Farmers
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Source: IPOL data entered for lowa Poll #213, July 1974.
Note: As percentage of all answers (up to three per respondent).
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of respondents reported that their

wages and salaries had not kept pace
with inflation.

of Republicans blamed the

government for inflation, compared to

of Democrats and of
Independents.

didn’t offer an

estimate for the current yearly inflation
rate.

Among those who provided an estimate,

thought inflation was 20% or more,

and estimated it at 10-11%.

Restoring Historical lowa Polls: lowa Poll #213

About IPOL

The lowa Policy and Opinion Lab is a research group with about 20
student associates who collaborate to study policymaking and public
opinion in lowa. Currently, the students are restoring rediscovered lowa
opinion polls from 1946 to 1981 originally conducted by the Des Moines
Register to examine and compare responses to modern-day opinions.

Restoring Historical lowa Polls

We received boxes of old lowa Poll questionnaires and
data sets from the 1940s through the 1980s from the
estate of Tom Mans, Ul PhD in Political Science, 1981.
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About lowa Poll #213

Conducted by the Des Moines Register.
Completed 601 face-to-face interviews with lowans from July 19-23, 1974.

Asked over 50 questions about lowa politics, international issues, healthcare, and media.
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Approval of Congress

Do you approve or disapprove of the way
the U.S. Congress is handling its job?

of total respondents
approved of Congress, while

Man Approve

disapproved.

of men and of

women approved of
Congress.

Woman

of men and of
women disapproved.

Women were more likely to
express no opinion,
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Presidential

As of today, which ONE would you
like to see the Republicans nominate?

Howard Baker

John Connally

Gerald Ford

Charles Percy

Ronald Reagan

Nelson Rockefeller
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Source: IPOL data entered for lowa Poll #213, July 1974.

90 with choosing this

option compared to of
men.

Nomination

As of today, which ONE would you
like to see the Democrats nominate?

Henry Jackson

Edward Kennedy

George McGovern

Walter Mondale

Edmund Muskie

Adlai Stevenson

George Wallace
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Source: IPOL data entered for lowa Poll #213, July 1974.

Wallace led among those with less than a high school education, while
Kennedy led among voters with a high school diploma or some college.

Ford was most popular among lower-income voters, while Reagan

performed best among higher-income voters.

IPOL members: Devin Ensley, Connor DeGroote, Elijah Exley-Schuman, Molly McCarthy, Jasmyn Jordan, Malvika Khadiya, Layne Kiefer, Austin Sachtschale, Autumn Williams, Hunter Stevens, Emma Skelley, Alli Kazan, Signe Dobbs, Derek McNeill, Ryan Akey, Alexandra Mielke, Madeline Castings, Maddie Patterson, James Valentin, Dave Cacho Serrano, Julia Sillman.
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