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1. About IPOL

About IPOL

The lowa Policy and Opinion Lab (IPOL) is a collaborative research group led by Professor Fred
Boehmke in Political Science. It was cofounded by Prof. Boehmke and Prof. Kajsa Dalrymple in
Journalism and Mass Communication in fall 2020. Student research af liates in IPOL collaborate
to study policymaking and public opinion in lowa. This includes examining policy choices in the
legislative, executive, and judicial branches and collecting and examining data on public opinion
among lowans.

IPOL seeks involvement from students with a wide variety of perspectives and experiences. No
prior research experience is necessary, just an interest in learning more about the research process
and a willingness to participate in and contribute to the group's progress. Student research af liates
work through training modules to get up to speed on the basics of social science research. We
expect and hope that many students stay involved with IPOL for multiple semesters and will obtain
and seek out useful skills in research and data analysis over time. IPOL relies on peer mentoring so
that more experienced students will help guide and support the work of newer students.

Acknowledgement and Gratitude

In 2024-2025 IPOL was supported through the Marvin and Rose Lee Pomerantz Chair in Political
Science and by the Department of Palitical Science.

IPOL is grateful for start-up funding in 2020-2023 from the University of lowa's Public Policy
Center (now the Center for Social Science Innovation), including through funding obtained from a
Path Forward proposal through the Provost's Of ce of Engagement and as part of tHeisewa
proposal funded through the University of lowa's Strategic Initiatives Fund in conjunction with the
Ul Public-Private Partnership (P3).

Academic year 2024-2025 IPOLers

For academic year 2024-2025, IPOL featured four research groups focusing on different sets of
questions from lowa Poll #213.
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Group 1: Devin Ensley (leader), Connor DeGroote, Elijah Exley-Schuman, Molly McCarthy,
Jasmyn Jordan;

Group 2: Malvika Khadiya (leader), Layne Kiefer, Austin Sachtschale, Autumn Williams, Hunter
Stevens, Emma Skelley;

Group 3: Alli Kazan (leader), Signe Dobbs, Derek McNeill, Ryan Akey, Alexandra Mielke;

Group 4: Madeline Castings (leader), Maddie Patterson, James Valentin, Dave Cacho Serrano,
Julia Sillman.

More about Us?

™  Website: https://ipol.lab.uiowa.edu/
R Email Us: ipol-info@uiowa.edu



2. About This Report and lowa Poll #213

Background on lowa Poll archives

During academic year 2024-2025 members of IPOL worked to enter and analyze data from some
recently unearthed lowa Polls conducted by the Des Moines Register from the 1940s through the
1980s. These were discovered in the archives of Tom Mans, a 1978 Ul PhD in Political Science.
Printouts of these lowa Polls were archived with the Social Sciences Lab at the University of lowa
in the early 1980s. They moved around with Tom for years before Mary Kay Mans shared them
with the lowa Social Science Research Center in 2020.

The collection of surveys included two boxes of survey questionnaires for nearly 100 surveys
from 1948 to 1978 and reports along with two tapes on which the data had been stored. We sent the
tapes out for data retrieval, but unfortunately nothing useful could be extracted. Fortunately, the
boxes contained printouts of the entire data set for about two dozen surveys.

In the fall, student researchers in IPOL worked to digitize an entire survey from scans of the
printouts. We double-entered all the data for lowa Poll #213 from 1974. Details of this process are
reported in the appendix. Once the data were ready for analysis, student research teams spent the
spring exploring the results to identify interesting sets of questions to analyze. This report contains
our ndings, divided into two main chapters that group questions based on their thematic content.
We summarize those chapters here.

Eventually, we hope to release the data for public use. We have been working with Ul Libraries,
who house a collection of later lowa Polls, and the Des Moines Register, which has been very
helpful in sharing information on the lowa Poll in general (see Appendix A for details on the data
and our methods to digitize it).

lowa Poll #213 (July 1974)

Our report is divided into two chapters, which each focuses on sets of thematically related questions
included lowa Poll #213. These groups of questions were selected by our IPOL research teams. For
each question of interest we discuss the main ndings and then report on any interesting variation

we nd based on factors such as respondent sex, party identi cation, age, and education. Despite
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four decades passing since this poll was conducted, the results provide insight into lowa opinions
at the time, issues of concern that the survey asked about, and provide an interesting point of
comparison for the present.

National Politics and Issues

We begin with an exploration of lowans' opinions on various national issues and politicians. Issues
analyzed include perspectives on the top problems facing the country, then speci ¢ sets of questions
on the economy and in ation and another on Federal healtch care policy.

We then move to approval of the President and Congress followed by a look at early prefer-
ences about possible nominees for the 1976 Presidential election and some possible head-to-head
matchups.

Watergate

Our second chapter examines lowans' opinions related to Watergate. This includes opinions
related to President Nixon's transcripts of conversations related to Watergate, awareness of the
transcripts, and the fairness of media coverage of the transcripts. We follow this with opinions
on the impeachment inquiry, including news coverage of the inquiry and possible impacts of
impeachment on President Nixon's ability to handle various issues.
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